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Howard County Wildlife Are Enjoying The Weather 
When enjoying the outdoors be cautious around wild animals 
 
COLUMBIA, MD – The spring and early summer are a wonderful time to get outdoors and 
enjoy the sounds and sights nature has to offer. Howard County hopes you will take proper 
precautions when enjoying the many trails and outdoor amenities nearby. Once the weather is 
warm, snakes come out of hibernation; yearling bears wander through the County; newborn 
deer (fawns) are plentiful; and snapping turtles leave the water to lay eggs. 
 
Bears are large, powerful animals with sharp claws and teeth, so they shouldn’t be 
approached. They are sighted every spring in Howard County, although the biologists at the 
Maryland Department of Natural Resources are confident that there are no bears permanently 
residing or breeding in the County. Most, if not all, of these sightings are of yearlings (born two 
winters prior) who are wandering about before settling down where they can find sufficient 
good habitat to establish their own resident home range. These youngsters typically averaging 
around 100 pounds in weight, may travel 20 miles a day – accounting for several sightings 
from different locales – and show up in such untypical habitat as industrial parks and suburban 
backyards. Such bears are not likely to be sick, nor do they typically exhibit aggression.  
 
Deer begin having fawns in May and June. The newborns hide themselves from predators for 
their first few days of life by relying on being quiet and having naturally, camouflage coats. The 
mother often leaves fawns alone, wandering out of sight while feeding, and may not return for 
hours at a time. These fawns aren’t orphaned or abandoned, nor are they weak and starving or 
sick. Until their muscles and nervous system have developed sufficiently to enable them to 
outrun most danger, they will lie motionless, waiting for the doe to return. It is best to leave 
these little ones where they are. 
 
Snakes are coming out of hibernation. They are hungry and seek to warm-up in sunny 
clearings or rock outcroppings. The vast majority of snakes in the County are harmless, with 
the Copperhead (Agkistrodon contortrix) being the only native venomous species. The 
copperhead can be a very aggressive snake, but its venom is not as potent as that of other 
venomous species. Look for its broadly triangular, reddish-brown head, and hourglass-shaped 
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markings of the same hue on its body. Seek emergency medical care immediately if bitten. 
Howard County does not have any rattlesnakes, but many snake species vibrate their tails 
when alarmed or threatened.  
 
Snapping turtles are the largest native turtle in the area. Mature female snappers can exceed 
15 inches in shell length, and are strong enough to break broomsticks in their jaws. They rarely 
venture out of the water (except to find proper soil conditions in which to lay their eggs during 
the spring and early summer). When they are on land, though, they are ferocious in their self-
defense. Snapping turtles can strike with strength and surprising speed.  
  
Whenever you go out to the parks and natural areas, stay alert and be aware of the natural 
beauty around you. Always watch where you step, especially when crossing fallen logs or 
craggy rock outcroppings. Whether in the wild or in your own backyard, if a wildlife viewing 
situation looks like it may turn into a wildlife conflict, use wisdom – keep a cautious distance 
and don’t rush to help a newborn fawn just because it is alone as its mother may be just out of 
sight, waiting for you to continue on your way. 
 
For more information on Howard County parks, pavilions and playgrounds, visit 
www.howardcountymd.gov/parks.htm. 
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